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From:  Pennsylvania Immunization Coalition Board of Directors 

Date:  July 23, 2025 

Re:  Protecting Pennsylvanians: Concerns Over Vaccine Policy and Public Health 
 

We at the Pennsylvania Immunization Coalition (PAIC) are deeply concerned about the recent changes in vaccine 

policy and its effects on the health of the U.S. population.  

Primary care clinicians and immunization coalitions have historically looked to the Advisory Committee on 

Immunization Practices (ACIP) and Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory Committee (VRBPAC) for 

independent and expert advice regarding immunizations, including scientific and evidence-based data regarding safety 

and efficacy, approvals, recommendations regarding vaccine schedules (including by age and medical indication), and 

other related information. In the past, the members on VRBPAC and ACIP have been independent medical and public 

health experts who do not work for the CDC and who volunteer their time. Members undergo a vigorous vetting process 

including financial disclosures and review of previous work on clinical trials. This process typically takes months.  They 

are chosen based on their clinical training and expertise and their knowledge of vaccines and immunization.  

VRBPAC reviews the data and recommends whether a vaccine qualifies for licensure in the U.S.  The ACIP 

recommends who should get the vaccine and at what dose, age, and interval. According to the Inflation Reduction Act, 

immunizations recommended by ACIP need to be covered by insurances including Vaccines for Children (VFC) and 

Medicare/Medicaid. Currently about half of children in the U.S. receive vaccines provided by VFC. These organizations 

are an important public health bulwark against rise of vaccine preventable illnesses in children.  

It has become clear that there have been radical changes in U.S. immunization committees, licensing and approval 

of schedules as well as inconsistencies in information disseminated to the public regarding vaccines. This increase in 

misinformation, politicization of commonsense public health efforts, and sudden changes to federal vaccine guidance is 

creating mass confusion and continued diminishing trust in public health. Attempts to undermine these committees will 

have tremendous repercussions for the health of our nation. 

- The February 2025 ACIP meeting was postponed and the March 2025 VRBPAC meeting was canceled. 

- Multiple ACIP work group meetings were canceled.  

- 3/26/2025 federal officials announced a rescission of over $11B in public health funding for vaccine 

infrastructure. 

- 5/27/2025 RFK Jr. unilaterally announced a change in COVID vaccine policy on X without ACIP discussion. On X, 

https://x.com/seckennedy/status/1927368440811008138?s=46 he stated that he removed Covid vaccines from 

the immunization schedule for healthy children and pregnant adults. This is in contradiction to the CDC data 

(https://www.cdc.gov/acip/downloads/slides-2025-06-25-26/02-MacNeil-COVID-508.pdf) showing a significant 

burden of Covid illness, hospitalization and death in the past 8 months, especially in those aged < 2 year and > 

65years.  More than half of pediatric COVID-19-associated hospitalizations occur in children aged < 2 years and 

most of them had no underlying medical conditions. (They were healthy).  

- 6/9/2025 RFK fired all sitting 17 ACIP members for questionable reasons, arguing they were a “rubber stamp for 

any vaccine” (https://www.advisory.com/daily-briefing/2025/06/12/acip-members) as well as concerns that 
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they had conflicts of interest (COI). These were experts who were committed to improving health of the public 

and who had volunteered their time. 

- 6/12/2025 Just 4 days later, RFK Jr. installed 8 new members to the ACIP without transparency nor vetting. (Per 

ACIP policies and procedures (https://www.cdc.gov/acip/downloads/Policies-Procedures-508_1.pdf), when 

openings for membership occur, a solicitation for nominations will be posted on ACIP home page and published 

in the Federal Register. Executive Secretary, ACIP, and Steering Committee members discuss the qualifications of 

the candidates and the expertise needed on the Committee to develop a slate of potential nominees). Of the 8 

new members, one (Dr. Michael Ross) withdrew during the financial holdings review. Only one has current 

expertise in vaccines. Most of the panel has criticized the U.S. use of COVID vaccines during the peak of the 

pandemic. One served on the board of the National Vaccine Information Center — an advocacy group that uses 

dubious data to discourage routine vaccination usage. ACIP is currently chartered for nineteen members.  

Policies and procedures of the ACIP from June 2022 notes votes can only occur when a quorum is present.  The 

current version only has 7 members.  

- 6/25/25 and 6/26/25 We watched with dismay and alarm as the new 7 member ACIP panel hastily organized a 

meeting resulting in the following actions:   

o Bringing in a lay person to provide non-vetted and cherry-picked flawed data regarding thimerosal while 

removing the carefully constructed evidence-based scientific research that the CDC had collected for 

review proving no evidence of harm of thimerosal. 

o Revealing the new members' lack of understanding of the data and scientific principles as well as ethical 

guidelines for human research since the Nuremberg Code of August 1947. The Nuremberg code ten 

principles include that the research should be based on previous knowledge. It is unethical to test 

against placebo when the prior research proves that there is already something that works better than 

placebo. (Am J Nurs. 2024 Feb 22;124(3):50–54. 

doi: https://journals.lww.com/ajnonline/abstract/2024/03000/ethical_research_and_the_institutional_

review.23.aspx) 

o Making health policy decisions which affect the lives of Americans (access, administration and payment 

of vaccines which have been proven to improve health) without regard for the evidence, based upon 

belief, anecdote and non-scientific evidence.  

o The new members appear to be sowing mistrust, misinformation, uncertainty, and confusion regarding 

vaccines which have been proven to improve lives and decrease infections addressed by those vaccines.  

- 7/9/2025 RFK Jr. postponed the US Preventive Services Task Force (USPSTF) meeting – a scientifically 

independent volunteer panel of national experts in disease prevention and evidence-based medicine.  

An article in STAT (https://www.statnews.com/2025/06/26/vaccine-policy-us-aafp-aap-acp-acog-idsa-presidents/) 

has a united message from 5 major medical associations: “Immunizations work, they are very effective and safe, and 

they save lives. Vaccines are among the most rigorously studied and effective tools in public health. Through widespread 

immunization, we have eradicated debilitating and fatal diseases that once caused serious illness, hospitalization, and 

death for millions of people.” 
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The Pennsylvania Immunization Coalition (PAIC) stands with these 5 major medical associations, including AAP 

and AAFP in promoting immunizations to ensure that no one in Pennsylvania suffers from vaccine preventable 

illnesses. We ask that the current federal administration (including RFK Jr. and HHS) recognize the life-saving value of 

vaccines and   

- work on promoting trust in vaccines,  

- provide accurate evidence-based information regarding vaccines,  

- increase availability and access to vaccines,  

- continue insurance coverage by all insurances at no cost to patients  

- increase funding available to state and local health departments and immunization coalitions to assist them in 

their missions to protect the health of their populations 

We at PAIC know that vaccines are safe and effective and have done more to save lives than most modern public 

health interventions save sanitation and clean drinking water.  Please help us Make America Healthy Again through 

vaccine initiatives.  

Thank you for your attention to this critical public health issue. We urge you to help uphold science-based 

immunization policy to protect the health and safety of all Pennsylvanians 
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